Medicaid. Will the public program neglect the poor to pay for the elderly?
If the policy-makers trying to fix Medicaid think they've thought of every angle, they should think about the situation of Peggy, a middle-class Illinois widow stricken with Alzheimer's disease, who's being forced to spend down her savings to get Medicaid coverage for her nursing home care. In fact, there are several million Peggys out there, and balancing their needs against those of the hard-core Medicaid poor may break a system that was never resource-blessed to begin with.